
 

Why Does Putin want to take Ukraine? 

Many people that I’ve spoken with do not 
understand why Vladimir Putin is attacking 
Ukraine. Many of them do not believe he wants 
the entire country but only wants part of it. 
Most of them are very curious as to how it’s 
going to impact their own day-to-day life. We’re 
going to attack some of those questions and try 
to give you a little insight. 

 

What Ukraine has that Putin wants. 

Now let us look at where Ukraine's main 
mining and oil production occurs. 
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Vladimir Putin has three main reasons:  

1.  Increase and stabilize his country’s 
economics.  

2.  Gain a legacy - restoration of the 
Soviet Empire. 

3. NATO

According to UkraineTrek, “Ukraine offers more 
than 20,000 deposits and manifestations of 200 
different minerals have been discovered in Ukraine. 
Of these, 7,807 deposits of 94 types of minerals are 
of industrial importance. Ukraine holds one of the 
leading places in the reserves and extraction of iron, 
manganese, titanium-zirconium ores, non-metallic 
raw materials.” 

Coal - 2nd largest in Europe 
Oil and Natural Gas 
Oil Shale 
Iron Ore 
Manganese - the largest amount in Europe 
Uranium - the largest deposit in Europe 
Copper 
Titanium - the largest amount in Europe 
Graphite - the 2nd in the world 
Mercury 
Potash salts 
Gold  
Building Materials 
Ornamental Stones 
Hydropower 
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#1 - The increase and stabilization of 
Russia’s economics are one of the main 
reasons that Putin has started in on 
Ukraine. 



It is not hard to see why Putin has always 
had his eyes on Ukraine. 

In a 2014 article published by the BBC, they 
stated Putin had a consistent contradiction of 
values;  

“Putin too has espoused principles, then 
dropped them when they proved inconvenient. 
In Iraq in 2003, he made a stand in defense of 
international law, opposing any invasion without 
UN approval. In Georgia in 2008, he sent in the 
troops without even pretending to consult with 
the Security Council.
“Last year, intervention in Syria was out of the 
question. This year, intervention in Ukraine is 
justified and unimpeachably legitimate. It may 
be that principles have never been the issue - 
and that Putin's objective has always been to 
maximize Russian power, and to defy Western 
attempts to rein Russia in.
"Eventually, the money is going to run out, and 
then he will find himself in the same position 
Soviet leaders were in by the late 1980s, forced 
to confront political and economic crises, while 
trying to hold the country together. He looks 
strong now, 
but his Kremlin is built on the one thing 
in Russia doesn't control: the price of 

oil."

Can we say that now? 

Does Russia have the US over a barrel? 

Now let us consider what is going on currently 
with Russian oil. According to an article by 
Robert Rapier, a senior contributor of energy to  

Forbes, Russia is one of the world’s largest oil 
producers, without the addition of Ukraine.  

According to the 2021 BP Statistical Review of 
World Energy, in 2020 Russia produced 10.1 
million barrels per day (BPD) of crude oil and 
natural gas condensate. That was good for 
second place behind the U.S. at 11.3 million 
BPD. Saudi Arabia was third at 9.3 million BPD. 

The U.S. also consumes far more oil (17.2 
million BPD) than Russia (3.2 million BPD) or 
Saudi Arabia (3.5 million BPD). The net result is 
that the U.S. is a net importer of crude oil, while 
Russia and Saudi Arabia are major crude oil 
exporters. 

Why do we need to import oil? Look at 
the steady rise in oil production 

UNTIL 2020. 

The Moscow Times article in March 2021 
“The surge in demand for Russian energy 
helped Russia sell more oil to the U.S. than 
Saudi Arabia for the first time in history.” 
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Russia supplied 7% of U.S. crude oil imports in 
late 2021 – a significant number. Shell, BP, and 
Exxon are the biggest oil majors with Russian 
businesses. 

Note:  Oil Exports in Russia increased to 32300 
USD Million in the fourth quarter of 2021 from 
29100 USD Million in the third quarter of 2021. 
source:   Central Bank of Russia 

Will Sanctions affect U.S. Oil flow at 
home? 

Article By Tsvetana Paraskova - Feb 23, 2022, in 
OilPrice.com    

“U.S. State Department official: The sanctions 
that are being imposed today, as well as that, 
could be imposed in the near future, are not 
targeting and will not target oil and gas 
flows.” 

“None of the sanctions announced by the U.S. 
or the European Union, or the UK, target any 
Russian bank dealing with Russia's oil and gas 
transactions.” 

TEHRAN (FNA)- President Joe Biden hit the 
Russian company that built the Nord Stream 2 
natural gas pipeline from Russia to Germany 
with sanctions, a day after Germany blocked 
the pipeline’s certification because of 
"Russia’s invasion of Ukraine". 

Not just oil…

According to rbth.com. (Russia Beyond The 
Headlines ) on DEC 23 2021 MARIA BUNINA

“Russian exports in the first ten months of 2021 
totaled $388.4 billion, an increase of 42.8% 
over the same period last year, according to the 
Russian Federal Customs Service (FCS).”  

Russia‘s main trading partners are non-CIS 
countries (The Commonwealth of Independent 
States (or CIS) is an intergovernmental 
organization made up of post-Soviet nations 
throughout Eurasia.), the Top 5 being: 

1. China (trade turnover of US$112.4 
billion)  

2. Germany (US$46.1 billion) 
3. Netherlands (US$37 billion) 
4. US (US$28.8 billion) 
5. Turkey (US$25.7 billion) 

Russia supplies these countries mainly with fuel 
and energy, metals, and chemical products.  

About 13% of exports go to CIS countries, 
predominantly Belarus and Kazakhstan (trade 
turnover of US$13.4 billion and US$11.4 billion, 
respectively). The main supplies to the CIS are 
raw materials, fuel, and foodstuffs. 
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http://www.cbr.ru/
https://oilprice.com/contributors/Tsvetana-Paraskova
http://OilPrice.com
http://rbth.com


 

 

Ukrainian wheat production has earned the 
country the title of Breadbasket of Europe. 

Ukraine is also estimated to supply 16% of the 
world's corn exports this year and wheat exports, 
which account for 12% of the world's total. Its grain 
production has boomed over the last decade. Last 
year, the state harvested nearly 33 million metric 
tons of wheat, the USDA reported, a stark increase 
from the previous year.

Production Report From GAIN:

Production of all major grains (except for corn) 
concluded at the time of report writing. The 
State Statistics Service of Ukraine (SSSU) has 
published its production numbers as of 
September 1, 2021:

wheat – harvested approximately 6,700 
thousand hectares (ha), resulting in 
approximately 32.2 million metric tons (MMT) of 
grains;
barley – approximately 2,400 thousand ha, 
resulting in approximately 9.6 MMT;
rye – approximately 170 thousand ha, resulting 
in approximately 600 thousand metric tons 
(MT).

According to the information available to Post, 
grain production in the Crimean Peninsula 
included:
wheat – approximately 340 thousand ha, 
resulting in approximately 945 thousand MT of 
grains;
barley – approximately 223 thousand ha, 
resulting in approximately 532 thousand MT;
rye – approximately three thousand ha, 
resulting in approximately seven thousand MT.
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It is not hard to see why Putin has always had 
his eyes on Ukraine. 
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#2  Gain a legacy - Restoration of the Soviet Empire. 

The Current Russia and the other Soviet States that declared independence when the 
Soviet Union dissolved and became the Russian Federation.

The USSR before the breakup in the 1990s.

Fifteen Member States belonging to the USSR 
declared independence. Russia inherited the USSR 
lands and debts…which it defaulted on .

Soviet Empire is a political term used in Sovietology (also called "Kremlinology") to 
describe the actions and power of the Soviet Union before 1989. Definition courtesy of Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
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The Growth of NATO by year

#3 NATO

Putin does not look at NATO as beneficial. It is the only collective power within the area 
that can deter any of his expansion plans. He threatened the Ukraine if it joins NATO.

Countries once under the Communist USSR now joining NATO 
  
1997   Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Poland 
2004  Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Bulgaria, and Romania.
2009  Croatia and Albania

At present, NATO has 30 members. In 1949, there were 12 founding members of the 
Alliance: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom and the United States. The other member countries 
are: Greece and Turkey (1952), Germany (1955), Spain (1982), the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland (1999), Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia 
(2004), Albania and Croatia (2009), Montenegro (2017) and North Macedonia (2020). 

Courtesy of NATO.int

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latvia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovakia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania


Let’s turn the way back machine to 
the beginning of the Ukrainian 
country's existence. 

Pre 400’s - Many outside invaders overran the 
Ukrainian Steppes: Huns, Goffs, and Avars.  

500 - 700  Slavic groups from the Scandinavian 
area have formed the Varangian Dynasty, which 
settled around Kyiv in about the ninth century. 
They proceeded to free the Slavs from Khazar 
domination. It became a loose federation 
including Poland, Ukraine, and part of Russia.  

In the 1300s -  Lithuania decided to extend its 
borders and took over the rule of Ukraine which 
was beneficial to the Ukrainians at the time. 
Now two countries were involved in Ukraine. 

In the 1500s - Poland and Lithuania started to 
struggle against Moscow for control of the 
Ukrainian area. 

In the 1600s - Ukrainians fled beyond the Lower 
Dnieper area to escape all the religious 
persecution and serfdom that of Polish police 
rule. Fugitives established a military order 
known as the Cossacks, taking the name from 
the Turkish word Kazak which means 
adventurer or outlaw. Cossacks waged a 
revolution against Polish domination. 
 

1654 - 1657   The Russo-Polish War of 1654–
1667, also called Thirteen Years' War, First 
Northern War, or the War for Ukraine was a 
major conflict between the Tsardom of Russia 
and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 
Years of domination followed until Ukraine was 
able to declare complete independence in 
January 1918. 

Their independence was short-lived because the 
Soviet troops then gained control of Ukraine in 
1922, including them into the 
USSR under communist rule. 
During World War II when 
Germany invaded Ukraine, a lot 
of Ukrainians thought that they 
were their liberators and sided 
with them. However, the Nazis viewed all Slavic 
(of which the Ukrainians were part) with 
contempt and treated them quite harshly during 
their occupation.  
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The Holodomor's Death Toll 
The Ukrainian famine—known as the Holodomor, a 
combination of the Ukrainian words for “starvation” 
and “to inflict death”—by one estimate claimed the 
lives of 3.9 million people, about 13 percent of the 
population.  
Unlike other famines in history caused by blight or 
drought, this was caused when a dictator wanted 
both to replace Ukraine’s small farms with state-run 
collectives and punish independence-minded 
Ukrainians who posed a threat to his totalitarian 
authority. 
Courtesy of Wikipedia

As you can see, Ukraine has known tyranny and independence. Today they know 
freedom, but that may not be for long. It is no wonder they are willing to fight to 
the last man or woman to retain that which they have fought for over their entire 

history!

https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/csp/index.php/csp/article/view/21772
https://education.holodomor.ca/understanding-holodomor-loss-numbers/
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For social media, join our group 1776 American 
Empowered at these locations. 

Join us at: 

1 7 7 6  A M E R I C A N  E M P O W E R E D  
P.O. Box 572 

Douglassville, PA 19518

We would love to hear from you. For information 
about the articles or suggestions for new topics to 
explore, please contact us. 

Email: 1776americanempowered@gmail.com 
Or call (484) 665-3850 

At 1776 American Empowered, we are 
opening up new avenues for grassroots 

groups to communicate with each other. 
We will be starting new Podcast 

programming, communication platforms, 
and so much more. 

But this is very expensive and we are 
asking that you setup a monthly donation. 

Even $3.00 per month, which most 
people would not even miss, will make a 

huge difference for us. 

Please consider the auto donate and help 
us reach more and more grassroots 

groups to unite them and to help preserve 
our Constitutional Heritage! 

Please Donate

On our next newsletter, we will explore the 
outside and inside influences that have 
precipitated the Russian incursion into 

Ukraine and what are the NATO 
ramifications.

1776 American Empowered is a Constitutional Advocacy and an 
Alliance. Our mission is to unify our grassroots groups across America 

to enable them to grow and network using modern technology. 
Our central focus will be to provide them with resources and network 
capability to communicate their demands to legislators and officials 

effectively.

https://www.1776americanempowered.com/donate/
mailto:1776americanempowered@gmail.com

